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FORMA 


SIVE 


DESCRIPTIO 


Convocationis Celebrandzx, 


Prout ab Antiquo* obſervari conſuevit. 


Ciendam eſt quod Omnes qui Autoritate * Reverendiſſimi Domini 
Archiepiſcops Cantuar citantur ad comparendum coram Eo in Do- 
m0 Capitulari Eccleſie Cathedralis Divi Pauli London* duodectmo 
die Januar? prox? texentur prefixo tempore intereſſe, atque in eidem 


Eccleſia Cath* preſtolari Adventum aifts Reverenadiſſuni. Qui ex 


1. This Formulary of holding a Convoca- 
tion as by ancient Cuftom jt uſed to be Held, 
is unhappily Calt'd by Dr. Atrerbary in the 
Firſt Edition of his Rights, Powers, &C. p..376. 
A Direfory of Archbiſhop CRANMER'Ss: 
When it was certainly drawn vpby Archbiſhop 
Parker (as ſoon: after confeſt by Dr. A.) from 
all the Precedents before and at the Reforma- 
ron : for a Rule to Himſelf in Opening his 
firft Convocation , Far. 12. 1562, and for a 
ſtanding Pattern to his Snccefſors. | 

2. Dr. Atterbury has advanc'd a Pernicious 
as well as a Miſtaken Scheme, that the A# of 
Submiſſion entirely altred the Method and the 
very Nature of our Engliſh Convocations z be- 
fore Summon'd by the Archbiſhop, Govern'd, 
Prorogu'd and Diffolv'd by Him ; but fince 
entirely Subjet to the King; and the Arch- 
biſhop ow rade a Minifferial Officer, and a 
pure Inftrument of the Crown. If our Refor- 
mation had been bnilt on this fatal Fraftian 


More 
paulo 


Principle 3 The Form of holding Convocations 
muſt have needs altred with the Conſtitution 
of 'em. But as really there was. no other 


-change in the Nature of our Synods, but only 


as the Archbiſhops were reftrain'd from Cal 
ling 'em without the King's Licenſe and Let- 
ters; Sothis little Change did not at all affe&t 
the manner of their Sitting and Atting under 


. the Government and Preſidency of the Me- 


tropolitan. And therefore this Solemn Form 
do's. no where drop an old Cuſtom, or advance 
a new Prattiſe, or adapt any thing to the AR 
of Submifhon 3 but” refers All to antecedent 
Ulage and long Preſcription-—Prout 4b Antt- 
quo— conſuevit.— Ex More —- Ex laudabili 
& antiqua Ordinatione, —Solet obſervari, &c. 
2+ It was a late Artifice of Dr. A. to ex- 
empt the lower Clergy from the Juriſdiftion of 
Archbiſhop and Biſhops in Conyocation,..by 

pretending, fri, they were cired-by the Kin 
m his Poliamentary Wes; and at 1487, by al- 
A ſerting 


LY . ; ” 
ions. > 
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paulo poit oftavam ante Meridiem illius diet ſolet cam celebri Comitalu apus 
Portum Thamiſis vocatum Paul's Whart 7 terram deſcendere, atque ex- 
inde Preeuntibus Advocatis & Procuratoribus Curie Cantuar? certiſque 
Reverendiſſimi Generofis ac Virgifero Convocationts, ad Eccleſtam Cath” 


Divi Pauli London retta tendere, atque in chorum tbidem inpredi, Ubt 


poſtquam in ſtallo Decani vollocatins fuerit, ac preces aixerit, tam Ipſe quan 
Reliqui Epiſcopi Preſentes habitu Convocationts togati ex ntroque Chori la 
tere in ſuis Stallis ſeſe conflitunnt & mox incipiunt Preces *, quibus Spiritus 
Santti-gratia invocatur, ac Communio ſubſequitur, Ac tempore Offertoriz 


tam diftus Reverendiſſimus quam cateri Suffraganei Epiſcopi rem divinant 


celebranti ordine progredientes Oblationem offerre ex more debent, Perac?; 
in hunc morem Re Drvina, ſolet dottus Aliquis ex Catu Convocationss ſrue 
Superioris five Inferioris Domus ad hoc ſelettus & Sug geſtu in medzo Chort 
Concionem-* ad Clerum ibidem congregatum Latine proferre : Qua abſolu. 
#4, Rewverendiſſimus flatim ſe confert in Domum Capitularem aditte Eccleſie , 
ſequentibus Epiſcopis & toto Clero, Quibus ingreſſis ac ſeclufis Extraneis, 
Reverendiſſimo ac ceteris ſuis Co-Epiſcopis in ſuis ſedibas ordine conſidenti- 
bus, ac reliquo Clero © circumſtante, Reverendius Dominus Epiſcopus T.on- 


ferting, That the Provincial Writ was a like 
immediate Summons by the King, which the 
Archbiſhop barely executes as a proper Officer; 
His ſhare in convening his Clergy, being no 
longer Authoritative, but purely Miniſterial. 
Which yet does not only ftrike at the very 
Being of a Church, but dire&ly contraditts 
this Form; where All the Clergy are expreſly 
faid to be Cited by the Authority of the Moſt 
Reverend the Archbiſhop, tv Appear before 
Am. 

4. The Service and Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
was reform'd into purer Latin Prayers, and a 
right Communion of the Blefſed Sacrament. 
For the uſe of the Synod, there was drawn up 
by the Archbiſhop only, and by him alone pre- 
ſcrib'd, Forma Precum in utraque Domo Convo- 
eationys, &c, And according to this Preroga- 
tive of the Archbiſhop at the Head of his Pro- 
vince, this Ancient Form has receiv'd ſome 
Alterations and Additions, with new occa(10- 
ral Hymns and Colletts, at the diſcretion of 
our faccefive Archbiſhops, without any ex- 
preſs Conſent, or attive concern of the Lower 
Clergy, who herein ſubmitted to the Judg- 
ment and Authority of the Archbiſhop 3 who 


don 


is preſum'd indeed not to att in theſe Matters, 
without Counſel and Conſent of his. Suffra- 


gans. 


s. Asthe Archbiſhop in the RuWfick of the 
Form of Prayers for Convocation, has directed, 
hat they ſhall be Read in the Upper Houſe, 
by the Funior Biſhop z and in the Lower 
Houſe, by the Prolocutcr: Sothe ordering of 
the Sermon, and appointing a Preacher, has 
been alway leſt to the Archbilhop's Sole Power 
who aſſigns the Office to any One of his 
Suffragans, or any Other of his Inferiour Cler 
-y, as he thinks moſt Fit and Proper. 

6. It much explains the true nature of our 
Provincial Synods to obſerve, That the Arch- 
biſhop is alway repreiented, Pro tribunali ſe- 
deus; and ſometimes in throno ſuo collocates. 
The Biſhops are deſcrib'd to be 0rdine confidey- 
tes, and Secum (i. ©, cum Archiepiſcopo) Aſſi- 
dentes, But the Prolocutor and Lower Cler- 
gy are eyermore found in the Upper: Houſe, 
or Preſence of the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, to 
be Stantes and Circumſtantes. Dr. 4. indeed 
would make this Decency to be an Innovation; 
For he deſcribes the old Provincial Synods, to 
bave Pregbyters alway Sitting with the Biſbops, 

and. 
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Forma Convocationis celebrandg. of 
ton Mandatum ” fibi a ditto Reverendiſſimo ad Convocationem hujuſmods 
ſubeundam |( ſubmonendam | alias direfttum una cum debito. Certificatorio 
ſuper executione ejuſdem introducere, ac debita cum Reverentia eiaem- Re- 
verendiſſimo Patri preſentare & tradere tenetur, Qua quidem Certificatoris 
perlecto, ftatim porrigitur eidem Reverendiſſimo Schedula deſcripta, per quam 
pronuntiat omnes ad eoſaem horam & locum non comparentes * contumaces, 
reſervana9 prnam eorum contumacie in aliquem diem competentem pro Hent- 
placito ipfies Reverenaiſſhimi. Premiſſis ſic expeditis dittus Rewverendiſſin; us 
ad Epiſcopos & Clerum tunc Preſentes Anplice ſive Latine cauſam. ſui Ad- 
wenties ac aitte Convocationis Inchoate * exponit : Quodque ex lauda- ' 


and the Deacons and People only 
Rights, Pow- ſtanding. Yet as this was not the 
ers, KC. p.5. Figure of Provinciz), bnt of Dio- 

ceſan Synods only, where the 
Prieſts were,and ſtill are Co-Aſſeſſors with their 
Biſhop ; So lie does not in any part of his Wri- 
tings off-; one Inftance, where the S7zrting of 
Presbyters in preſence of the Biſhops, was 
ever Allow d in any on2 Engliſh Provincial 
Synod, 

7. It is a ihameful Aﬀertion of the Author 
of the Power of the Lower-Houſe, &c. þ. 
3-c. 1, that theſe Certificates or Returns to 
the Archbiſhop are Al] made in Virtue of the 
King's Writ of Summons, which they do or 
ſbould Recite z not at all in Virtue of the Archbi- 
ſhop's Mandate any further than it Executes 
ths Writ, When in truth all the Returns 
from the Dean of the Province and frum the 
other Suffragans regularly made, either do 
not recite the King's}rit,becauſe they execute 
only the Archbiſhop" Mandate : Or when 
they do recite the King's Writ, it is only as 
they find it included in the Mandate, and fo 
recite it as a Part of that Mandate. But it is 
not at all in Virtue of the King's Writ, that 
the Dean Cites the Suffragans, or thoſe Suf- 
fragans cite their Clergy, no ſuch Civil Call ; 
but a pure Eccleſiaſtical Summons, and a Ca- 
»onical Execution of the Archbiſhop's Man- 
datory Letters. Therefore at the Opening of 
a Convocation, the Archbiſhop does of late 
Order the King's Writ to be ſolemnly read, to 
pſifie his Calling and Holding of it by Vir- 
tue of the King's Licenſe and Command di- 
reed to him. Yet the Biſhopof London does 
not here at all refer kimſelf to the Royal 


bil 


Writ, but Purely to the Archiepiſcdpal Man- 
date, which alone hz here iatroduces, and of 
which alone'he certifies the Execution; With ao + 
manner ofReturn to the King,nor of immediate 
Reſpe# to any RoyalWrit., Mandarumf6bt a ditto - 
Reverendiſſimo — introducere tenetur —— cur 
debito Certificatorio ſuper Executione ejujdem, 
i. & Marndatt. 

$. To diſturb our Convocations, and de- 
ſtroy the very Being of 'em, Dr. A. has ad- 
vanc'd a Notion, that the Members are ac- 
countable for their Abſence to the Houle, and - 
not to the Preſident. When yet by the King's 
Writ, the Biſhops and Clergy muſt meet be- 
fore the Archbiſhop, and muſt therefore an- - 
{wer for their Non Appearance to him before 
whom they ought to Appear. Such Non Ap- 
pearance at firft, or afterward withdrawing 
without His Graces leave, was reputed a 
Contumacy or obſtinate Contempt of his 
Graces Authority z for which a Canonical . 
Puniſhment or Cenſure was due ;z of which 
kind of Cenſure, and the time of infliting it 
the Archbiſhop was the proper Judge, and - 
therefore reſerv'd it to himſelf, and all the 
Circumſtances of it to his own Pleaſure. 

g. Another fancy of Independence has been 
rais'd, that at the Opening of every Patlia- 
ment, the Lower Clergy ought ts be put into + 
a capacity of doing Bufineſs, and may- then 
chuſe their own Buſineſs, and agree upon De- 
bates, and even come to Reſolutions,  with-- 
out any preceding Advice or Dire&ionsfrom 
the Preſident and Biſhops. But this Liberty 
was neyer till »ow Afſum'd, The Lower 
Clergy never thought themſelves ſuch abſo- 
tute Judges ip Synedical Aﬀairs, as to mas 

the 
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bile & antiqua Ordinatione eadem Convocatio in duo * Membra divi- 
aitur, nempe in Superiorem atque Inferiorem domum. Unae Reverendi/- 
ſimus & ceteri Co-Epiſcopi Superiorem Domum efficiunt ; Inferior vero 
Domus ex Decanis Ecclefiarum Cath* Archidiaconts Collegtorum Mag iſtri, 
& Capitulorum Cath” Eccleſiarum necnon Clert cujuſcunque Dioceſeos Pro- 
curatoribus conſtat. 

Et  quoniam i in rerum trattandarum ſerie Unuſquiſque ex inferiore 
Domo F you ipſe ſententiam quoties viſum eſſet diceret, aut ſi omnes aut plu- 
res. ſmul loquerentur, pareret confuſionem. lgitur ſemper hattenus obſer- 
vatum fait, ut Unus aliquis dottus & diſertus ex gremio ditte inferiors 
Domus in eorum omnium locum ad hoc munus afſumatur ** ; ut Is intel. 


the fir Steps in them, They waited the 
Motion of the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, and 
and were content to follow the Hints and In- 
ſtruftions given by their Superiours : This 
did eſtabliſh a Cuſtom for the Archbiſhop to 
open. the Synod in a Speech, that ſhould ſet 
forth the Cauſes of his Coming there to 
meet his Brethren and the Reſt of the Clergy ; 
and the Reaſon of thus forming themſelves in- 
to a Synodical Aﬀembly : Caujam ſui Adventus 
ac dike Convocations inchoa1e exponit, 

ro. Another daring Notion has teen rais d, 
that rhe Lower Houſe is a diltin&t Body from 
the Upper, S-parate upon Effential Rights of 
it's own Body, with a!l the Powers and Pri- 
vileges of a Houſe, in the Parliamentary ſerſe 
of os word Houſe. But yet here the lame 
Body the Convocation is divided into two Mem- 
bers, the Upper and Lower Houſe , which 
Members have the fame common #ead of the 
whole Body the Archbiſhop. Tho' the Au- 
thor of rhe Power of the Lower Houſe has moſt 
inuriouſly degraded the Arciidithop into a 
Chair-Man or Moderator cf the IWhole Aſſem- 
bly, when the rrwo Houſes are together ;, or when 
the Upper Houle is by zr /{eIf, then the Arch- 
biſhop muſt not be Preſident (tho it be his title 
in the very A# of Uniformity) but a chief Mem- 
.ber at moſt, or the proper Perſon to Intimate 
or Nmiſie the A of the Biſhops, p. 15+ Ce. 2- 
Pp. IS. © 1. while the .Protocutor is made by 
much the greater Man, Norbrmg ſingular in the 
Notion of reþr:jemiing the Prolocutor as Head 
'refidens or Governour of the Lower ouje. 
oy Be Co 2. 


leftis 


11. Agreecable to this wild Notion of Houſes 
Co-ordinate, and a Prolocutor Supreme : It has 
been ſuggeſted, that the Lower Clergy by in- 
herent right haue always had a Prolocutor 
as an Original Preſident over them. But cer- 


rainly there was a time whea A. B. Biſhops 


and Clergy made but one Houſe; when 
the Lower Clergy had no right to with- 
draw from the Biſhops, but by Order or 
Leave of the Preſident. So withdrawing and 
debating of a matter referr'd to them ; they 
were but a Sele& Company or Committe of 
the Archbiſhops Appointment, and fome One 
was taken as a Chairman to manage their 
ſeparate Debates, and report their Senſe to 
the Archbiſhop and his Brethren, When the 
Lower Clergy were by Degrees form'd into a 
more ſettled State of feparation from their 
Lordſhips, the Archbiſhop allowed them a 
diſtinct Apartment, which ſvwon came to he 
their Locus ſolitus, and a fixt Prelocutor to be 
chole at the Beginning, and continue to the 
End of every Convocation or Synod, But 
this Miniſterial Officer in the Lower Houſe 
did by no means exempt the Clergy from their 
Canonical SubjeCtion to the Archbithop,who had 
hereby a larger exerciſe of Juriſtition, For he 
now prevented Confuſion in the Lower Houſe 
by his prefcribing this Method of Peace 
and Order: He aflerted his own Authority, 
by not ſuffering them to chue without his 
Leave and Admonitidn: He took care that 
the Eleft ſhould be preſented to him for 
his Conſent and Approbation : And when Attu« 
ally in the Office he muft be (ubfervient 0 
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leftis & ſerntatis ceterorum Omnium votis, tanqaam unum Eorum 0n:»1- 
wm Os & Organum loquatur, & conſonam eorum ſententiam eidem Re- 
verenaiſſimo, cum aa hoe regatus fea miſſus fuerit, cetiris ſilentibus fide- 
[iter '* referat” : Qui ex hoc munere on hg any frve Prolocator com- 
muntter denominatur, Cujrs eligends libera facultias ſemper penes dittam 
[nferiorem Domum remanet. 

Unae 1pſe Reverendiſſimnns ſolet eoſcem ex inferiori Domo monere &> 
bortari, ut ſtatim fe conferant in alam Infertorem Domum ** , ib:que 
ie viro aotto pio & fidels in Prolocutorem ſunum aſſumendo conſultantes, 
enanimiter conſentiant & eligant , ficque electum pſt Reverendiſſimo 112 


adem Domo Capitulari prox* inſequente Seſſione debita ſolennitate pr e- 


entent **, 


ectum preaictum, 


he Archbiſhop and the whole Synod, by 
elaring the conſent of his Fellow Members 
o the moſt Reverend, whenever he ſhould 
e required if both Houſes were together, 
'r whenever he ſhould be ſent for if the 
.o'ver Houſe were in a ſeparate Place. 

12. The Office of Prolocutor and very Name 
ff Referendary is from his being the common 
Hourb and Organ of the Lower Clergy, to 
onvey and relate their joint Requeſts and 
{< ſolutions to the moſt Reverend ; and car- 
y back hisGraces Anſwers and further Orders, 
s the only Meſſenger of Correſpondence be- 
ween the two Houſes. This part of the 
,onftitution they would have lately broke 
hrough, and would have ſent choſen Mem- 
ers without the Prolocutor to relate the 
inſe of the Clergy to theArchbiſhop and 
1e Biſhops. A Violence that for ought ap- 
ears, Was never Attempted but in one 
lodern Convocation, and even then it wa< 
ublickly declared to be againft the judg- 
ent of the Preſident and Biſhops, and a- 
zinft the Authority of their Records. 

13. 'Tis obſervable, that tho' the Body of 
ie Synod ſoon divides into two Members, an 
pper and Lower Houle: Yet the Place 
Lere the Archbiſhop and Biſhops afiemble, 

always the Place oft the Synod ;, which whole 
{ood of the Prelates and Clergy o! the Pro- 
nce is Prorogued in bunc locum, i.e, to the 

om where the Archbiſhop is then fitting 
2 Tribunali, and his Suffragans as Co-Aſ: 


ors with him, And as at the opening of 


His dittis deſcendunt Omnes in Inferiorem Domum ad ef- 


Forma 


the Synod, the Lower Clergy attended the 
Preſident in the very ſame Flace with the Bt- 
ſhops; So art the beginning of every Seſhon, 
they are preſum'd to pay the ſame Attendance 
coram Archtepiſcopo, in the ſame Place to which 
they as well as the Biſhops were Continued and 
Prorogued, though to ſave unneceſſary trouble 
the Preftident does commonly accept the Atten- 
dance of the Prolocutor andtwo or three Prin- 
cipalMembers as equiralent to the wholeHoulez 
and may often excuſe even their Abſence, if it 
be not in Contempt or afteed Separation.” Tis 
further obſervable , that while the Lower 
Clergy are ſo attending the Archbilkop and 
Biſhops, they are never found to be ar their 
own will, but at the Preſidents Monition ; He 
diſmifies them from the Common Place of Af- 
ſembling, with Leave to retire to their own 
Apartment. 

14. The Regifters of the Upper Houſe do 
prove, that when the Lower Clergy had 
in their Place of withdrawing elected a 
Proltocutor, they then came back to the Arch- 
biſhop and Biſhops. and related rhe Names of 
the Perions they ha} choſe for the Pro/ocutor 
and the Prejemer of him, and had his Grace's 
Approbation before his Proroguing in their 
Preſence to a day, in which the ſaid Prolocu- 
tor ſhould be formally preſented. But of late, 
the Parliament Opening the fame day with 
the Convocation has called away their Lord- 
ſhips to Weſtminſter, betore a Report could be 
made of juch EleAfon, 
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FORM A 
Eligendt & Praſentandi 


PRO LOCUTOREM- 


Olet obſervari , ut poſlquam inoreſſe. fuerint Inferiorem Domum, 
; >. f oO . . . 

in ſeaibus ſe decenter collocent *, & ſi Aliqut ex lis ſint Conſi- 
liarii ſive Sacellant Regie Majeſtatis, ut hi ſuperiores ſedes occu- 
pent ;, atque ut Unus ex Jis propter Dignitatem & Reverentiam, 


ſea in eorum abſentia, Decanus * Eccleſie Cath? D. Pauli Londow (ive 
Archidiaconus London? Praſidentis * officio in hujuſmod: Eleftione fun- 
gatur. Atque ut ad hoc rite procedatur , primum jubebit nomina 0m 


1, Taking Seats, and Sitting is the firſt 
Frivilege of the Lower Clergy in their ſ{epa- 
rate Room from the Biſhops. For the Pre/- 
byters oft England as not at firſt admitted into 
the Provincial Council of the Metropolitan 
and his Suffragans ; ſo when upon Secular Ac- 
counts They were by degrees admitted to 
be a Part of that Council, they fill rather 
waited as Aſtants, and never join'd as Co- 
Aﬀeflors. So as when their Advice or Con- 
ient was ask'd in a Matter,that requir'd longer 
confideration than could be taken on the Spot, 
then it was an Eaſe and Relief to them to 
withdraw to ſome diftinft Adjacent Place , 
where they might with greater Reſt and Free- 
dom debate and determine of the Subjett re- 
terrd to them. 

2, The Dean of St. Paul's, if the King's 
Chaplain, has a Right to Preſide within his 
own Church over his Brethren the Clergy 
Afembled by the Archbiſhop's Leave, in order 
to chule a Prolgcutor, 


nun 


3- The name of Preſident was at large ap- 
plied to any Perſon who Pre/ided or Moderated 
or took theChair in any Eccletaftic or Scholaftic 
Meeting, And therefore it is an Aﬀected 
Error in the Author of the Power of the I. H, 
to Adjourn, &c. to ſay, that whenever the 
Word is employ'd i# Convocations, it conſtantly 
ſignifies One that Preſides in the. ſtead of, and 
by an authority derived from ſome other, p. 18, 
C. 1, It is hard 'to make this definition of 7 
Preſident agree with this title here given to 
the Dean of St, PauF's. And 'tis more Abſurd 
in that Author to afhrm, That the 3::Je of Pre- 
fident as applyd to the Archbiſhop, is wholh 
New— and implies a diminution of his Auths- 
rity, For the Archbiſhop at the Head of hi: 
Province could have no greater title than that 
of his ordinary.ſtite Reverendiſſimus, appropri 
ated to the Archbiſhop, and not capable 0 
being aflum'd by any other Perſon. Yet Ht 
was well known to Prefide over the whole Sy 
nod, and is frequently ſaid Preefſe and Pre 
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nium citatorum & qui tunc intereſſe tenentur « Clerico difte Inferioris 
Domus recitart & Preconizars wy Notatiſq; Abſentibus, alloquatur pr e- 
ſentes atque eorum ſententiam de 1doneo Procuratore eligendo ſciſcitetuy. 
Er poſtquam de eo convenerint (quod ſemper quaſi ſtatim * & abſque 
allo negotio perfict ſolebat } mox conveniunt inter ſe de Duobus eminen- 
tiorts Orainis , qui ditlum Elettum Reverendiſſumo Domino Cantuar? 
in Die ſlatuto debita cum Reverentia & Solennitate praſentent. 
Quorum Alter ſicut, cum dies advenerit, ipſum Prolocutorem cum La- 
tina & dotta Oratione preſentare tenetur , ſic etiam idem Preſentatus 
habitu Doftoratus indutus conſimilem Orationem ad dittum Reverendiſ- 
imum Patrem ac Prelatos & ceteros Preſentes habere debet. Quibus finitis, 
prefatus Reverendiſſumus Oratione Latina tam Eleftores quam Preſentato- 
remt©® Preſentatum pro ſua pratia collaudare, ac demum ipſam Eleftionem ſua 


fidere, from whence He might well have the 
Name as He had the Othce of Praſes and 
Prafidens, But becauſe the Archbiſhop had 
power to aſſign this Office to a Deputy or 
Repreſentative commiſhon'd by Him, there- 
fore any One of his Suffragans ſo delegated, 
had the Name along with the Dignity of Pre- 


{iding, and is often ſaid loco Reverendiſſim: pra- 


fidere» And again, becaulſe'in the vacancy of 
the See of Canterbury, the Dean and Chapter 
commit the Care of Preſiding to the Dean of 
the Province, the Biſhop of London ; therefore 
his Lordſhip is thea properly the Preſident of 
Convocation. Not that He preſides in ſtead 
of the Dean and Chapter, for they have no 
ſuch Power of Preſiding. But obſerve, when 
the title of Preſident is fo aſcrib'd to his Gra- 
ce's Delegate, or Sede wvacante to the Biſhop 
of London, it is ftill a borrowed title, and 
deriv'd from the Archbifhop's original Power 
of Prefiding , and imputed to Them only, as 
they pro bac vice fill the Place of the ſtanding 
Preſident of the Convocation of a Province, 
the Metropolitan, 

4+ This Preconization or calling over the 
Names of the Clergy now by order of the infe- 
riour Preſident, before they are a Houſe ; or af- 
terwards by order of the Protocutor, when they 
do become a proper Houſe ; is not by any jnhe- 
rent Power in either Perſon or Aflembly ; but 
'tis done by the Authority and for the Seryice 


Archie- 


of the Archbiſhop; toWhom the Names of the 
Abſents ſhould be given; He Alone having the 
power to judge of ' the reaſonable Caule of 
their Abſenting, and Canonically to puniſh 
Such as He finds to be contumacious Ab- 


[enters. 


s, Ihe choice of a Prolocutor uſed to be 
thus dilpatch'd with Eale and Expedition, be- 
cauſe the Clergy had ths only to contider,what 
Perſon among 'em would anſwer the Chara- 
&er recommended by the Archbiſhop, De viro 
Dodo Pio © Fideli : Agreeing alway on ſuch _ 
a One as ſtood right in the Opinion of their. 
Superiours;z and fo was the more Able to keep 
up the fair Correſpondence and happy Union 
between the Archbiſhop and Biſhops and Cler- 
gy. Upon the firft Eſtabliſhment of a Prolo- 
cutor, they continually choſe the Archbiſhop's 
Ofticial.or other Minifter, in Reſpett to their 
Metropolitan, and in hopes of having their Af- 
fairs negotiated with moreSuccels,In latertimes 
when 11s Grace's Othcial was nota ftanding 
Member,they generally choſe tl:eD. of S. Paul's, 
or wiioever elle was Preſident at the Time of 
Fletting. The firſt Divifions'that are known to 
have hapned about the choice of a Prolocutor, 
were in 153g. when the Maprity were for a 
Perion to {erve a particular Delign of Nor 
Afﬀing,-and indeed of Not Sitting, which they 
confeſs to haye been rather their Deſire. 


6, 1 he 
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For ma Convocationtis celebrande. 


Archiepiſcopal: Authoritate © expreſſe confirmare & approbare non dedigna- 
bitur. Et ſtatim idem Reverendiſſimus Anglice ( ſt placeat ) exponere ſolet 
ulterius bene placiturm ſuum” ;, Hortando Clerum, ut de rebus communtbus 
que Reſormatione indigent, conſultent > referant die © ſtatuto. Ac ad han 


S. The Archbiſhop had reſerv'd to himſelf, 
the exprets Authority of Approvirg and Con: 
hirming the Choice of a Vrolocutur. And it 
IE never once rexcied the Perion preſented to 
him, it proves, that the Clergy of this Pro\ 1nce 
were alway fo Wiſe and Happr, as to Agree 
1a One very Acceptable to the Archvilkop 
and Bilhops. 

7. Theile Gravamina and Reformands to be 
conſulted of by the Lower Clergy, and re- 
ported to the Archbithop, were 1uch chietly 
as concern'd their Civil Rights. Such Grze- 
Vances relating to their Properties and Per- 
tons, Which they had been uled to- complain 
of, to the King, and to Petition him for,Redreſs 
when he requir'd their Subſidies and Taxes. 
And like the Temporal Commons, they often 
in1ſted upon ſuch Redreſs of Grievances, as a 
C ondition of granting their Aid and Bene- 
volence, This by degrees taught the Clergy 
mn Convocation alike Method of repreſenting 
to the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, any ſort of Ec- 
cletiaſtical Oppreſhons they lay under from 
Inferiour Courts and Othcers, But then, 
whatever theſe Grievances were, they were 
never once caft into Reſolutions, or Poſitions of 
Ceniure and kemonſtrance; but were alway 
delivered in Articles of Requeit and Perition 
or Addrels, in a decent humble marner. The 
drawing up of Grievances in a Declaratory 
vile, with a fort of Judicial Condemnation of 
em, was a new and peculiar Liberty of the 
iaft Convocation, when they allo limited their 
Complaints, and made 'em againſt the Bithops 
only, aud their Eccleſiaftical Goverament : 
Never once thinking how to repreſent the 
Hardthip of Poor Vicars in bearing an unequal 
Burden of Taxesz nor the want of a propor- 
tion'd Number of Clergy-Commilſſoners to 
preſerve their Brethren from being over- 
charg'd in Aﬀeſſments. Nor to recommend 
any other Relief or Favour, which upon 
ſuitable Application to his Grace and their 
Lordſhips, might poſhbly haye been obtain'd 
txom the Legillative Power, 
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S. This Paſſage was app'izd by Dr. X. to 
prove the Continuance and Intermiſſ;on of Sit- 
turgs in the Lower Houſe, as depznding imierme- 
diarcly on the Menropolitan, and finaly on the 
Prince, Occal. Letter þ. 54. but the Author 
of P. L.H. applies it to a Meaning direttly 
oppolite, and makes it an expreſs Argument, 
that the Conſultations of the Lower Houſe were 
30 be be!d on Inter mediate days as they ſaw beft , 
But the Report of 'em was to be made above, on 
the day appointed for the common Sitting of Both 
Houſes. P.12.C. 2. v0 the Narrarive in the 
Appendix p. Xiii, would bave theſe Words ca 
pable of being fairly Vnderſtood of the free 1:- 
berty of ſo Uſing tbe Intervals of Seſſions, ti. e. of 
holding intermediate Seſhons, Jo as die Staturo 
(the next Seſſion) muſt be joined with Referant, 
and the Conjultent be left at Iarge. But there 
is Force as well as Art in detorting thele Words 
to apply 'em to the New I'retences of Iriter: 
mediate Szſhuns. 'The Author of P. L. H. is 
firſt driven upon dividing conſultent © referant 
that he may make the dre Statuto refer to the 
latter only 3 and therefore he puts a ftop 
after Conſultent, which is not in the Manu- 
ſcript, nor in the two Copies Printed (before 
the thoughts of ſuch a turn) by Dr. Atrerbury 
himſelf in the two ſeveral Editions of his 
Rights, Powers, &c. Nay, it is not in the Ci- 
tation at large that is made for the like pur- 
pole in the Appendix to the Narrative, But in 
all the Books and Papers I have yet ſeen (ex- 
cepting that Þ. L. H.) the words are joyn'd as 
the C onjunttion requires, Confultent © refe- 
rant die yo So as their Conſulting and Ke- 
lating may well beiong to the ſame Appsin:red Day, 
which in the lenſe of thoſe Writers, is the next 
Seſhon to which the Archbiſhop Continues and 
Prorogues em. Without breaking the words 
by that feigned ſtop, 'tis ſo hard to divide the 
application of 'em, that the Writer of the Ap- 
pendix to the Narrattve is free to own, we 
may 1o fairly preſume, zf nor by common ſenſe, 
yer by what we kave ſeen ;, i.e. by far fetch'd 
Alluſions 
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Forma Convocationis celebrandes. '9 


wodum ds. Seſſione in Seſſionem continnabitur * Convocatio quamain expedire 
widebitur, ac donec de eadem aiſſolvenda ** Breve Regium eidem Reveren- 


diſſimo preſentetur. 


Allufions to the Parliament. Certainly if this 
Form had meant to provide for any ſuch ſe- 
parate PraQtiſe, it would have ſaid, De rebus 
communibus qua Reformatione indigent ſuo 
tempore conſultent; ac denuo KReferant die ſta- 
tuto, And yet after all, granting the Conſul- 
ration muſt have intervening Day+, before the 
final Day of Report : Might not the Archhi- 
ſhop direet *em, or allow 'em to let a Part or 
Committee of 'em meet, and adviſe in the 
mean 'while, that they might be ready for a 
Report againſt the regular Day of Seſſion, 
This is a Method frequent in the Regiſters, 
where the Archbiſhop commits Bulineis to a 
Sele&t Company, in order to adjuft and offer 
it in ſome appointed Seſſion. But in all our Re- 
cords we meet not with one fingle Inftance,be- 
fore 1701, where the Lower Houſe after the 
Prorogation by the Archbiſhop, formally Ad- 
journ themſelves to an Intermediate day; and 
call that Meeting a Seſſion, and there conſult 
Buſineſs of their own chuſing, independently 
from the Biſhops. In truth, there never was 
any proper Synodical Buſineſs of common con- 
cern to the Church or Religion, that was ever 
treated of in a Committee of the Lower Houſe 
Alone, But all ſuch Buſineſs was conſtantly 
referr'd to a joint Committee of Biſhops and 
Clergy, and by them rogether form'd into a 
Report to be made to the Archbiſhop and his 
Suffragans. 

9. Ad hunc modum muſt relate to the words 
immediately foregoing Die ſtatuto, which the 
Author of P. L. H. allows to be the Day ap- 
pointed for the common Sitting of Both Houſes. 
And the Appendix to the Narrative, juſtly calls 
it, The next Seſſon, Thus, or after this man- 
ner, by the Archbiſhop's Appointment from 
one Seſhon of both Houſes to another, the 
whole Convocation ſhall be continued, as 
ſhall ſeem expedient to the Archbiſhop upon 
Counſel of his Brethren, and till the King him- 
felf ſhall interpoſe by Writ for the Prorogation 
or the Diffolution'of it. | 
' 1o. Not a Writ that aQtually diffolves, but a 
Writ for diſſolving preſented to the Archbi- 


Et 


ſhop, who in obedience makes the Diſſolu+ 
tion, The Author of the P. L. H. having 
aſcrib'd the Power of Aſſembling oly and 
purely to the King's Writ, does then artfully 
infer, That th? powers of Proropuing and Dijſc i- 
ving are in Law and Reajon the natural and ne- 
cefſary Reſult of the former, P.23.C. 1, Pur the 
Suppolition indeed is abſolutely falſe. For 
cur Reformed Princes did no more ailcmble 
the Clergy only and purely by their own Writ, 
than their Popiſh  Predecefſfors did, when rhey 
allo ſent the ſame Writ of Precept to the 
Archbiſhop, who thereupon did Convene the 
Clergy then, by the ſame Mandate as 70w. 
In truth as before the Retormation, the 
Archbiſhops Prorogued and Diffolved by their 
own power (as Dr. A. conteiſes) even whea 
they aſſembled a Convocation at the King, 
Command ; So the Act of Submiſhon did 
not at all alter the Conſtitution of our Pro- 
vincial Afﬀemblies;z only as it reftrained the 
Archbiſhop from convening, without having 
Licenſe and Authority for ſo doing by the 
King's Writ 3 which Writ was to be now 4I- 
way, as it had Frequently before been, Prece- 
ding to his own Mandate. But neither Pro- 
rogation nor Diſſolution were direaly or im- 
mediately afﬀfetted by the Statute. Archbi- 
ſhop Cranmer did all aleng attually Prorogue, 
and if he had ſeen a Neceffity, he might yer 
have legally diſmiſt his Provincial Afﬀembly. 
But indeed King Hey. 8. to keep a Convoca- 
tion of Popiſhly afﬀfefted Clergy more in Awe 
of a Reforming Parliament, began (even be- 
fore- the Att of Submiſhon, and therefore not 
by Vertue of it) to ſend his Precepts to the 
Archbiſhop, to Prorogue and Diffolve the Con- 
vocation at the ſame Times with the Parlia- 
ment 53 becauſe he could beſt truſt them un- 
der ſuch an Awe and Reſtraint. King Edw. 
VI. and Queen Elizabeth weie put upon the 
ſame prudential Methods : While the Majo- 
rity of Convocation were ſuſpetted as Averſe 
to the Meaſures taken in: Parliament. This 
Reaſon Alone began and confirmed the Cu- 
ſtom of Royal Writs to command the Proro- 
C 


guing 
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Et ſerendum eſt quod quotieſcunq; Prolocutor ad preſentiam Reveren- 
eliſrmt cauſa Convocationis as tempore Seffionis ** acceſſerit, utatur habitue 
preditto, ac Janitor froe virgifer ditte inferioris Domus ipſum reveren- 


ter antecedat. 


Ejuſdem Prolocutoris eft etiam monere omnes ne diſcedant a Civitate 
London” abſq; licentia ** Reverendiſſimi, Quoaque ſtatutis diebus ** tem- 
peſtive ventant ad Convocationem, Quoagque ſalaria Clericorum * tam 
Superioris quam Inferioris Domus , & Janitors infer ioris Domus juxta 
antiquam taxationem, quatenus eorum quemlibet concernit, fideliter per- 


ſolvant, 


guing and Difloiving a Convocation concur- 
rent with every Parliament. Yet the Cuſtom 
did not bar the legal Prerogative in 1640. 
Nor is there Any Law but a like Cuſtom, 
that can now reftrain the Crown from Iſſuing 
or not Ifſuing the like Writs at Pleaſure. But 
obſerve, whenever theſe Writs are Ifſu'd, the 
Writ it ſelf does not of ir ſelf Prorogue or 
Diſſolve (as the firſt Writ did not of it ſelf 
Convene). but only declares an Expedience and 
a Reſolution upon itz and then commands the 
Archbiſhop to exert his Authority, who in pur- 
ſuance of ſuch Precept, do's by Himſelf or his 
Commiſſary Prorogue or Diffolve the Convo- 
cation by a Schedule of their own diftin& 
fromthe Writ ; as it was before aſſembled by 
_ diflin# Mandate in obedience to the King's 
rit. 

11. By this it appears, that the Prolocutor 
is never ſuppos'd to be at the Head of the 
Lower Clergy in any intermediate Seihion, 
but only tempore Seſſions i.e. when both 
Houſes hold a concurrent Seſkon, and are rea- 
dy for a mutual Intercourſe, 

12, It is here declar'd to be an expreſs 
Duty of the Prolocutor to Admoniſh All 
the Members not to go out of Town without 
Leave of the Archbiſhop, And in the Mi- 
nutes of former Conrocations , there is fre- 
quent Entry of ſuch Solemn Admonition. So 
as when Occaſions requir'd any Member to 
retire into the Country, a proper Applica- 
tion for Leave was made to the Pretident, 
and to Him only. Till in this lat Convo- 
cation, among other ways of attempting to 
.come up .to the Appearance of a Houle of 


Commons 3 They fell upon this of asking 
Leave of the Houſe for this or that Member 
to go into the Country 3 and this too ſome- 
times in an Intermediate Seſſion. As in their 
Minutes of May 14. Memorand. Mr. Arch- 
deacon Hutton deſired Leave to go into the 
Country to bold by Viſitation. And ſeveral 


Others of the Majority Side went ſo away 


without Leave or Knowledge of his Grace, 
in contempt and open breach of our Syno- 
dical Conſtitution. But upon ſecond thoughts, 
their own Narrative condemns the Prattice, 
and the Men that were guilty of it; by de- 
nying not that his Grace has a Power of de- 
manding the Attendance of our Members : and 
if the Lower Houſe do give a Leave of Ab- 
ſence, yet the Member wu not perfetly at Li- 
berty without Leave from the Archbiſhop, Nar- 
rat. Þ. 49» 

13. Statutzs diebus do's alway ſignify the 
common Days appointed by the Pretident for 
holding a concurrent Seſſion of Both Houſes, 
And no notice being ever given of any other 
Days, 'tis a ſure Sign the Lower Clergy ne- 
ver pretended to make intermediate Seffions 
of their own Appointment. The Prolocutor 
admoniſhing *'em to come early on theſe pro- 
per Convocation Days, was to have 'em inRea* 
dineſs to attend at the opening of the Seſſion, 
when the Preſident often took occaſion to 
inſtruct *em and adviſe 'em in the Bufine( 
of the Day. 

14. The obligation of the Lower Clergy 
to pay the Salary of the Clerk of the Upper 
as well as of the Tower Houſe, isa clear: 
Argument that they are not exempted from 

that 
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that Upper-Houſe ; Bur that indeed the whole 
Body of the Convocation under the Head of 
the Province requires every Member to con- 
tribute to the common Occaſions of being 
mutually ſerv'd and aſhſted. And therefore 
by the Conſtitution of our Provincial Synods 
there is but one Regiſter of Convocation, 
and one Regiſtry of Atts and Minutes; 7. e. 
the Regiſter of the Archbiſhop, and the Re- 
giſtry of his Metropolitan See. His Grace's 
Principal Regiſter has commonly his Dele- 
ate or Deputed Othcer, and he or his Deputy 
by virtue of ſuchOrhce is the ſtanding Regiſter 
of the whole Conyocation. He being able to 
attend in Perſon only on the Upper Houſe, 
d2putes his Proxy or Aſſhftant to attend upon 
the Lower Houſe z as an ARuary or Scribe 
to form their Minutes, and prepare their 
written Correſpondence with the Archbiſhop 
and Biſhops : Which AQuary or Under-Clerk 
was never chole or rejetted by the Houſe 
or the Prolocutor, but was aſhgn'd and diſ- 
miſs'd by .the Superiour Clerk or Regiſter of 
Convocation. But in the late Alſembly they 
were breaking theſe fix'd Rules of Property 
and Conftitution, and pretended that the 
Clerk of the Upper Houſe is but a Fellow 
AFuary with the Clerk of the Lower, who 
is choſe and imploy'd by the Prolocutor, con- 
contrary to all Right and Fatt. MNarrat. 
P+J33+ 36» 

All true Sons of the Church of England 
will be content with a Convocation to be Held, 
Prout ab Antiquo obſervari conſuevit., And tis 
for that Reaſon, TI have here publiſh'd the En- 
tire Form of Holding a Reformed Convocation 
or Proteftant Provincial Synod, drawn up by 
an excellent Antiquary Archbilhop Parker, 
under the Government of Queen El:zabeth, 
which a ftrift Regard to the Conftitution of the 
Church and State, for a ftanding Rule to 
Poſterity, as long as God ſhould bleſs this Na- 
tion with the Purity of Religion then Efta- 
bliſh'd. 

And the Reading over this Form Alone, will 
abundantly diſcoyer and refute thoſe late Wri- 
ters who have labour'd for Change and Inno- 
vation in theſe Matters. There is ſcarce any 
one of their Pretences, but what is really op- 
polite ro the Orders agd Opinions bere deli- 


Forma Covocationis celebrande. 


I1 


ver'd. As you find particularly, 1. Dr. Atterbury 
would have the Conftitution of Engliſh Synods 

entirely alter'd by the AF of Submiſſion 
when this Form refers All to Ancient Obfer- 
vation, and to antecedent Cuftom ; without 
hinting at any one material Change occafion'd 
by the Reformation. 2. It is a Pretence of 
Dr. 4. that the Parliament Writ. is entred in 
the Front of the Ads of every Synod; and 
that even by the Provincial Writ the Bif hop! 
and Clergy are ſummon'd directly by the King, 
notatall by the authority of the Archbiſhop - 
Whereas here is nothing at all of a Parlia- 
ment Writ; nor indeed of the King's Pro- 
vincial Writ as a Royal Summons z but the 
Archiepiſcopal Mandate. only is mention'd, and 
All Members are expreſly ſaid to be cited by 
Authority of the Archbiſhop. 3. It is a Notiot 
of the like Author of P. L. H. that the Certifi- 
cates or Returns which theDean and Sutfragans 
make tv the Metropolitan are in Virtue of 
the King's Writ, and not at all in Virtue of 
the Archbiſhop's Mandate z whereas here 
the Biſhop of London brings in the Mandate 
only, and Certifies nothing but the Execu- 
tion of ehat ſingle Mandate. 4. He has ad- 
vanc'da new Claim to the Lower Houſe to 
give leave of Abſence to their Members, 
without Application to the Archbiſhop 5; when 
bere the Members appear before the Arch- 
biſhop only, and the Penalty of their Ab- 
lence is reſery'd to Him alone; and the Pro- 
locutor is to admoniſh all the Lower Clergy 
of this Duty, that they do uot preſume to go 
out of Town without the Archbiſhop's Leave. 
5. Another Prattice was begun of the Lower 
Clergy chuling their own Buſineſs, and com- 
ing to Reſolutions, in very important Mat- 
ters, without any conſult with, or know- 
ledge of the Archbiſhop and Biſhops z Whero- 
as bere the Archbiſhop is firſt to declare the 
Cauſe of his coming, and the Reaſons ofopen- 
ing the Convocation; and then the Inferiour 
Clergy proceed upon Inftruttions, and in 
mutual Concert with the Upper-Houle in joint 
Committees. 6. The Prolocutor has been 
made Head Governour and Preſident of the 
Lower-Houſe but the Archbiſhop not a Pre- 
fident of Conyocation ; When here a Prolocu- 
tor is eletted and confirm'd by Authority of 
the Archbiſ hop, and is to attend his ones 
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when and where he ſhall. be Bidden or Com- 
manded ; And when by the very Act of Uni- 
formity 14,Car. 2. the two Archbiſhops are 
more than once call'd the Prefidents of Con- 
vocations Within their reſpeAive Provinces. 
6. They took up a ſingularity of intermediate 
Sefhons: When here is no intimation of any 
Meeting but in Dje Statuto, which they them- 
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ſelves acknowledge to be the next Seſhon ap- | 


' 


pointed by the Archbiſhop for the joint Aſ- * 


{embly of both Houſes. | 
Particulars, they have advanc'd Notions and 
Claims either dire&ly Oppoſite, or at leaft 
not at all agreeing, to this GOOD OLD 
FORM. 


State ſuper vias Antiquas. 


And.ſo in many other ' 


ap- | 
Afſ- © 


her ' 
and 
aft 
Ss 


